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McDonald, Janet  OFF-COLOR  Rating: AD-  Grade Level: 6-12 

Cameron lives in Brooklyn with her mom, has a great group of best friends, doesn’t mind ditching class 

to go to the beach, and has never met her father.  When her mom loses her job at a nail salon and 

they're forced to move to the projects where they stand out as white people, Cameron learns secrets 

about herself, including one her mom has kept hidden for years, and faces changing notions of identity. 

The characters are limited and stereotyped, the writing seems forced, and the plot is disappointing and 

underdeveloped.  The book does raise thought-provoking ideas about identity and race and class, but 

unfortunately does little else.  The audience is for readers in sixth grade and up.   

Carey, Janet Lee  DRAGON’S KEEP  Rating: R Grade Level: 6-12 

Destined by Merlin six hundred years earlier to be the queen that will redeem the name Pendragon, end 

war and restore the glory of Merle Island, Princess Rosalind has a terrible secret: she has a dragon claw.  

Her mother is fierce, overly-protective, and the only one who knows her daughter’s secret.  She will do 

anything to protect the future queen, even against Rosalind’s wishes.  When dragons threaten the 

kingdom along with a series of murders and accidental deaths, Rosalind gets involved in ways beyond 

her imagining.  The book is dark and at times, sad, but also hard to put down.  The characters are well-

developed, the plot is intriguing, and this book is recommended for school and public libraries grades six 

and up.     

Golding, Julia  CAT AMONG THE PIGEONS  Rating: R  Grade Level: 6-12 

Cat Among the Pigeons is the second book about Cat Royal, a scrappy independent girl who lives in a 

theater in London in 1790. In the previous  book, amidst surviving escapes and adventures, Cat 

befriended Pedro, an African boy with great musical talent who performs at the Theater Royal.  This 

time, she has to help save him from becoming a slave again to a wicked man who used to be Pedro’s 

master and who has come to London to hunt him down.  As before, her escapades are fun and 

adventurous, with some social commentary on life in London for the rich, poor, and down-out in the 18th 

century.  The story is engaging and Cat is clever as always.  The book is recommended to school and 

public libraries grades six and up. 

Fogelin, Adrian  THE SORTA SISTERS  Rating: R  Grade Level: 4-8 

Two girls, who are lonely, science geek misfits living miles away from each other in Florida, become pen 

pals. Mica is the daughter of a ship captain who moves around all the time and Anna is a foster child 

hoping to be adopted by her amazing foster mother, Miss Johnette.  While Anna tries to adjust to Miss 

J’s friend Mr. Webster who may or may not be a boyfriend and avoid making mistakes to get sent back 

to foster care, Mica is trying to deal with her father’s drinking problem and her first experience in public 



school.  The book is sweet and touching, and not too sappy, but may be slow-moving for some readers.  

Adults and teachers will enjoy the science facts sprinkled through the book in an unassuming fashion.  

The book is recommended for school and public libraries grades 4 through 8. 

Whitehouse, Howard  THE ISLAND OF MAD SCIENTISTS: BEING AN EXCURSION TO THE WILDS OF 

SCOTLAND, INVOLVING MANY MARVELS OF EXPERIMENTAL INVENTION, PIRATES, A HEROIC CAT, A 

MECHANICAL MAN, AND A MONKEY Rating: R  Grade Level: 4-9 

This book is funny, silly, and adventurous. Emmaline and Rubberbones are friends and young 

experimental scientists who are escaping to a Scottish island full of mad scientists with Aunt Lucy, a 

butler, a mad scientist, and Princess Purnah, a silly princess who comes from a land far away with 

treacherous and deceitful relatives.  The island’s scientists (including Emmaline and Rubberbones!) are 

in danger of being kidnapped by a villain known as The Collector who keeps scientists locked up in 

dungeons.    With witty parody of familiar characters such as Sherlock Holmes and wacky adventures 

involving pirates, human catapults, and a mechanical butler, readers will get a kick out of the story.   

Younger readers might have trouble understanding Princess Purnah's English but the book would be a 

delightful read-aloud that will keep kids interested.  Kids who enjoyed The Mysterious Benedict Society 

will enjoy this adventure. The book is recommended for school and public libraries grades 4 through 8. 

Link, Kelly  PRETTY MONSTERS: STORIES  Rating: R+  Grade Level: 8-12 

This book of short stories is for those who like stories with creepy and clever characters, interesting plot 

twists, a mix of the bizarre with the real, and endings that leave you wondering.  They range from the 

fantastical--children being sold to wizards and a world hidden inside a handbag, to the disturbing—a 

teenage boy who digs up his girlfriend’s grave to get his poems back only to discover he’s dug up the 

wrong body, to the bizarre—a story inside a story where teenage friends unite around a mysterious 

television show that may or may not be real.  The endings often leave you hanging, but in a thoughtful, 

purposeful way.   This book is highly recommended for school and public libraries, grades 8 and up.      

  

 


