
Bryant, Jen KALEIDOSCOPE EYES  R  5th-9th  

In this lovely verse novel set in the late 1960s, Lyza is 13-years-old. Her mom left their family a few years 

ago with no word, her 19-year-old sister is a mean hippie, and her dad is busy working as a math 

professor day and night to pay the bills, so Lyza relies on her friends--Malcolm and Carolann--for 

support. When her grandpa dies and leaves her a mysterious envelope with maps and Lyza discovers the 

potential of a hidden treasure in their town, she enlists Malcolm and Carolann to help her find it. This is 

a story that covers the 1960s, the Vietnam war, family abandonment, and buried treasure, all in verse.  

The plot is clever, if not a bit fantastical for a book that is otherwise very realistic, and the characters are 

sweet and believable.  Readers may wonders about a few details that are not wrapped up by the end, 

but will enjoy this thoughtful book. 

Calame, Don  SWIM THE FLY  AD+ 9th – 12th  

A book for teenage boys along the lines of American Pie--gross, sexual, and funny. Three 15-year-old 

boys--Sean, Coop, and Matt (the narrator)--have always made a goal for themselves over the summer. 

This year's goal is to see a real girl naked. The problem is that none of them have girlfriends, any 

prospect of a girlfriend, and they are the least athletic swimmers on the swim team. So begins their 

adventure, full of bathroom humor, "your mom" jokes, embarrassing moments, and more. While the 

book is pretty funny and well-written and Matt is an endearingly goofy character, it may be hard for 

some to get over some of the grosser parts of the book.  That being said, the end result is fairly tame 

(yes, they do eventually see a girl naked, although it's not what you expect) and the message is overall 

kind of sweet.  

Carter, Ally DON'T JUDGE A GIRL BY HER COVER R 7th – 12th  

In the third book of this delightful series about a girls' boarding school that is actually a school for spies, 

Cammie "The Chameleon" Morgan visits her roommate Macey in Boston for a fun end to the summer at 

a huge political party for Macey's dad, only to find their extraordinary spy skills coming in handy when 

Cammie and Macey get kidnapped.  Secrets and mysteries abound when the two return to campus—

everything from who is after Macey, how the Gallagher Girls can keep each other safe, and what to do 

when Zach comes back in the picture.  The book doesn't have the same momentum as the second book 

in the series, but does put the girls' spy training to use outside of their boarding school walls, which is a 

refreshing change from the previous two that focused almost exclusively on spying on boys.  The book 

ends with a lot of loose ends, pointing the way for a fourth book that will hopefully come out soon.  

Fast-paced, adventurous, and funny, this series makes anyone wish they could be at a boarding school 

for spies too.   

Cruise, Robin BARTLEBY SPEAKS  R  K-2 

Bartleby is a happy baby who coos, burps, and makes rude, poppy noises, but he doesn’t speak!  His 

mom tries to get him to speak by singing opera to him. His dad tries to get him to speak by playing the 

cello.  His sister tries to get him to speak by tap-dancing. Nothing works and yet Bartleby gets older and 



older.  Will anything work? The facial expressions and the characters are delightful, capturing a quirky, 

theatrical, fun-loving bunch that are working their hardest for the youngest member of the family.   

Hicks, Barbara Jean MONSTERS DON'T EAT BROCCOLI R  PreK-2 

A fun, colorful, rhyming book where monsters eat tractors, wheels, redwoods, and boulders, but “fum, 

foe, fie, fee, monsters don’t eat broccoli!” Kids will relate to this book when they’re forced to eat 

vegetables they might not like either. The illustrations of monsters and buildings use bold colors and 

cartoonish simplicity. A twist at the end that will please parents is not unexpected, but it is cute.  All in 

all, the book is silly and enjoyable.  

Marino, Peter  MAGIC AND MISERY  AD-  8th – 12th   

A poorly written book with one-dimensional characters and a lackluster story, Magic and Misery was 

disappointing even while it did touch upon important themes of homophobia and class differences.  TJ 

has never had a boyfriend, but has a major crush on the gorgeous new guy in her town, Pan, even after 

he comes out to the whole school.  They become best friends, promising to always be there for each 

other. But when TJ starts dating a thoughtful football star, there is jealousy and tension on all sides of 

the friendship triangle.  The story feels forced and overdone, Pan is annoyingly perfect, Caspar does not 

have much depth to him, and TJ is wishy-washy to the extreme.  I'm not sure how this book got a starred 

review from Booklist.   

McAllister, Angela LEON AND THE PLACE BETWEEN R  K-2 

A beautiful book about kids at a magic show that will keep the mystery of magic alive.  The book does a 

really great job of setting the stage, between the placing of lettering as a theater announcement and the 

scene going black when a large hush descends on the crowd.  While the book is long and not necessarily 

ideal for libraries with fold out pages and pages with cut-out windows into another page that could get 

easily ripped, kids will enjoy the stunning illustrations that experiments with different media styles.   

Ness, Patrick THE ASK AND THE ANSWER, BOOK 2 OF CHAOS WALKING R 8 and up 

This sequel to The Knife of Never Letting Go is as heart-wrenching, gripping, and disturbing as the first 

book in this dystopian series set on another planet where men can hear the chaos of each other's 

thoughts.  At the end of the last book, Todd and Viola arrived at the town Haven where they assumed 

they would get help, and instead, Viola gets shot by young Davy Prentiss and they walk right into the 

hands of Mayor Prentiss, who is now calling himself President Prentiss.  Todd is captured, imprisoned in 

a tower, told nothing of where Viola is taken, and forced to take part in the Mayor's new order, which 

includes brainwashing and branding.  Viola is taken to the healing houses where the women are 

involuntarily secluded and becomes part of the women's movement against Mayor Prentiss.  Pitted 

against each other in an escalating war where no one seems to be the winner, can Todd and Viola 

overcome the horrors of war and band together to save the community?  The book is fast-paced and 

exciting but also a horrific and unsettling look at the nature of war and community and trust.  The 

frustrating part of both the first book and this book of the series is that whenever the story seems to be 



reaching a climax, another wrench is thrown into the plot. This book ends with a cliffhanger almost as 

shocking as the first book.   

Parry, Rosanne  HEART OF A SHEPHERD  R  Grades 5-8 

Brother lives with his dad and grandparents on a ranching farm in Eastern Oregon, the youngest of 5 

boys who are all off at the high school boarding school or army training.  He's not sure what he wants to 

be when he grows up, since ranching and army (which is what all the men in the family have done so far) 

are not really his thing.  When his dad gets sent out of the reserve army to Iraq, Brother is left to take 

care of the ranch with his grandparents.  This book is contemplative and slow-moving at times, but this 

first-time author does a great job at dealing with war and love and death in a particular area of the 

United States that is not often written about. 

Schertle, Alice  BUTTON UP!  R   K-2  

A great book of rhyming stories about various articles of clothing, from Bertie’s Shoelaces to Emily’s 

Undies to Jamelia’s Dress-Up Clothes to Hand-Me-Down Sweatshirts that is silly and clever and will be 

enjoyed by kids and adults alike.  Each rhyme features a different animal (Emily the mouse, Jamelia the 

frog, Bill the cat, and more).  The illustrations are simple, with subdued colors and detailed animal faces.  

This book is enjoyable for kids of all ages for its silliness, playfulness, and snappy writing.    

Waters, Daniel  KISS OF LIFE  AD+  Grades 7-12 

I expected more from this sequel to Generation Dead than it actually delivered.  In this series about 

zombies, all over the country, teenagers have started to come back from the dead but all they want is to 

have a normal life again. The last book ended shockingly with Phoebe's friend Adam taking a bullet for 

her because of her friendship with zombies.  In this book, Adam is now "differently biotic" (the PC term 

for zombie) and having a hard time regaining speech and movement, Phoebe is trying to grapple with 

her emotions for Adam and Tommy and decide whether  her devotion to Adam is because of guilt or 

love, Tommy is still a critical part of the zombie activist movement, and Collette and Margie are best 

friends again.  Meanwhile, an anti-zombie conspiracy is under way that may involve some of the 

employees of the differently biotic foundation.  The book continues to explore issues of life and death 

and social justice, but there are too many sub-plots going in different directions and the parts written 

from Adam's point of view are disjointed and distracting. The book is a necessary purchase if you have 

the first one in the collection, but a dissatisfying sequel.  


