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Multicultural Literature Recommendations for John Stanford International School 

Introduction 

I developed a multicultural collection for the library at John Stanford International 

School, a dual-immersion elementary school in which 400 students spend half the day learning 

core subjects (math and science) in either Spanish or Japanese.   I worked closely with Kathleen 

Gillespie, the school librarian, choosing a balanced number of elementary school appropriate 

books from different ethnicities (African-American, Latino, Asian, and Indigenous).  In addition 

to making sure there were titles from each of the areas, I also made sure that the titles within 

each area represented diverse voices and historical settings. I focused on books that had been 

nominated for awards within the past 10 years and then cross-referenced those nominations with 

reviews from major review sources.  The books chosen represent quality, authentic multicultural 

literature because they all have been nominated for major awards, many have received starred 

reviews, and all have at least two out of three characteristics of Eliza Dresang's definition of 

authentic: 1. They are based on fact (cultural accuracy), 2. They reproduce essential features of 

an original culture (cultural accuracy), and 3. They are true to the creator's own cultural 

personality, spirit, or character (cultural immersion) (Dresang 1997).   

 

Explanation of Focus 

The John Stanford International School library collection should reflect the school's 

vision of creating "a culturally diverse community of life-long learners."  Currently, the library 

has a large, active collection with new popular and award-winning titles that get added every 

year, but the library could still use more multicultural literature to reflect its population and 

school vision.  For example, the library does not have the majority of the books on the list, "50 

Multicultural Books Every Child Should Know," put together by the Cooperative Children's 

Book Center (Kruse and Horning 2006).  While the library does purchase all the age-appropriate 

multicultural award-winners for the year, many of the nominated books from those awards would 

be appropriate for the collection as well.  Instead of focusing on one genre or area, I decided to 

suggest a balanced amount of titles from each area discussed in class: African-American, Latino 

American, Asian American/Middle Eastern American, and Indigenous.  Since the majority of the 

library lessons focus on reading, literacy, and connections to school curriculum, I chose books 



that would make great read-alouds or would help with research on student projects in areas 

where the collection was light or lacking.     

Assessment of Library Collection 

 The John Stanford International School library is lucky in that, while the budget is not 

large, there are enough funds annually to purchase award-winners, some new and popular titles, 

and some books that can support the curriculum.  However, there is not much extra.  I assessed 

the collection through browsing the shelves, noting the titles that get checked out frequently, and 

comparing books the library owned with a large list of titles I created.  The strength of the 

current collection is that the library owns award-winners from the major multicultural awards, 

has multicultural titles written by both white authors and authors of color, has folktales from all 

over the world, and there is no obvious gap in multicultural titles. The weakness of the collection 

is that there is still a need for current, popular books that represent the population of John 

Stanford and expose students to different perspectives and genres within the umbrella of 

multicultural titles (as evidenced by the small number of titles in the collection from the CCBC 

list).   

Selection of Titles 

Because I wanted to expand the overall multicultural library collection (rather than one 

area of focus) at John Stanford International School, both to reflect the school vision of being a 

global school and their demographics, I started by creating a huge list with the nominees and 

winners for major awards from the past 5-10 years, including the Jane Addams Children’s Book 

Award, American Indian Youth Award, the Americas Award, the Arab American Book Award, 

the Asian Pacific American Award, the Africana Book Award, the Coretta Scott King Award, 

the Tomas Rivera Award, the Notable Books for a Global Society Award, and the Pura Belpré 

Award. I also added books from the past 10 years from the CCBD’s list of “50 Multicultural 

Books Every Child Should Know” (Kruse and Horning 2006).  At that point, I checked whether 

each book on the list was already in the collection and removed the book from the list if it was. I 

also kept in mind Eliza’s definition of what constitutes “authentic” literature and removed any 

books that did not meet any of the criteria. I removed any teen or young adult books. 

I then looked for any holes—certain areas of multicultural literature that were not 

represented in the list.  Finally, I read the reviews more thoroughly, noting what review sources 



were used and whether the book had received any starred reviews. After reading 8 books myself, 

I  made my decisions for the final list.    

Discussion of Books Read 

I read the following 8 books: Tsunami! By Kimiko Kajiwaka, The Old African by Julius 

Lester, Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book by Yuyi Morales, Sojourner Truth's 

Step-Stomp Stride by Andrea Davis Pinkney, Circle Unbroken: The Story of a Basket and Its 

People by Margot Theis Raven, Sequoyah: The Cherokee Who Gave His People Writing by 

Hope Anita Smith, and What Can You Do With a Paleta? by Carmen Tafolla. The books Just a 

Minute: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book and What Can You Do With a Paleta are excellent 

additions to the collection because they make great read-alouds, have bright, colorful illustrations 

that younger students are likely to love, and put an expressive face to Latino children (which is 

important in this school which is 20% Latino). Tsunami is an important book for the collection 

because of its ancient Japanese setting that ties to real-world science phenomena, which would 

be useful to the Japanese classes since science is one of the core subjects taught in language 

immersion classes. While there are a number of books about slavery in the library, The Old 

African is an important book for older readers because the compelling, magical story that draws 

readers in is combined with the accurate, brutal details of the beginnings of slavery and the way 

Africans were captured and brought in slave ships. Sojourner Truth's Step-Stomp Stride is a 

warm, inspiring biography of an incredible woman that rounds out the collection because of the 

need for students to read biographies to complete a genre reading wheel over the year. While 

there are other biographies about Sojourner Truth in the library, this one's bright title and 

narrative quality will draw readers in. Sequoyah: The Cherokee Who Gave His People Writing is 

an important addition to the collection because it discusses Native American history in light of 

writing, which is often not found in literature and is a picture book about Native Americans that 

could be used with the younger students. Circle Unbroken: The Story of a Basket and Its People 

is a story with beautiful illustrations that students will be drawn to and does an excellent job at 

conveying a family history told to a young girl. The book touches on important aspects of 

African-American history as a whole that could be drawn out for lessons, but the story's format 

could also be used to help students write their own family history. 

Conclusion 



The trickiest part of collection development for a school librarian is that there is only so 

much shelf space and so much budget, both of which are always smaller than one would like.  In 

the end, I tried to pick books that were both remarkable in their reviews or nominations for 

numerous awards but would also be appealing to students. However, while these suggestions will 

further enhance the collection, I would think of this as a starter list that can (and should) grow.   
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Annotated Bibliography 

Citation: Barasch, L. (2007). Hiromi's hands. New York: Lee & Low Books. 

Owned by Library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Asian Pacific American Award nomination; 

School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: Asian-American 

Genre: History 

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "This picture-book biography presents the lives of two sushi chefs: a father and 

daughter. Readers meet the adolescent Akira Suzuki as he strives to supplement his family's 

income by apprenticing in a Tokyo restaurant. The opportunity to pursue his dream in New York 

ultimately led to marriage, fatherhood, and the desire to share his heritage. Young Hiromi 

attended Japanese school on Saturdays and celebrated special days, but she especially wanted to 

learn her father's trade. Akira welcomed her interest-'Girls can do things here that they cannot do 

in Japan'-and the pattern of learning began again." 

Source of Annotation: School Library Journal, 5/1/2007 

 

Citation: Belarde-Lewis, M., & Harrington, J. (2004). Meet Lydia: A Native girl from southeast 

Alaska. My world--Young Native Americans today. Tulsa, OK: Smithsonian National Museum 

of the American Indian in association with Council Oak Books. 

Owned by Library: No  

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: Indigenous 

Genre: Biography  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: This book is part of the series "My World—Young Native Americans Today", a 

series which has received positive reviews. "Explores the history and culture of the native Tlingit 

through the life of Lydia, a young Tlingit girl in southeast Alaska and describes tribal life and 

culture, traditional clothing and ceremonies, ancient stories, and more." (BWI Title Tales, 2004). 

Source of Annotation: BWI Title Tales, 2004 

 

Citation: Bolden, T. (2005). Maritcha: A nineteenth-century American girl. New York: Harry 

N. Abrams. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Coretta Scott King Award nomination; School 

Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: History  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "The author has expanded her use of Lyons's memoir, family archival materials, 

and other primary sources to tell the story of this free black child before, during, and after the 

Civil War. During her youth in lower Manhattan, Maritcha was exposed to many strong, well-

educated adults. Her parents, their friends (some well known), and her own determination carried 

her through difficult times, including the Draft Riots of 1863, the destruction of the family home 

and business, and a fight for public education. A concluding note discusses her adulthood." 



Source of Annotation: School Library Journal starred review, 2/1/2005 

 

Citation: Carling, A. L. (1998). Mama and Papa have a store. New York: Dial Books for 

Young Readers. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Pura Belpré Award nomination; Americas Book 

Award nomination 

Race or ethnicity: Latino 

Genre: Fiction  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "Drawing on her memories of growing up in Guatemala as the daughter of Chinese 

immigrants, debut author/artist Carling sunnily evokes a companionable mingling of cultures. 

Her parents, whose Chinese names mean Lady Who Lives in the Moon and Fragrant Pond, are 

Doña Graciela and Don Rodolfo to the customers who frequent their general store. Lunch in their 

home behind the store is cooked in a wok and served with tortillas. Tropical foliage and a pila 

(pool) for the goldfish adorn the spacious patio; on la terraza, the kids play with a miniature 

landscape of a Chinese mountain with little pagodas and moon bridges. " 

Source of Annotation: Publishers Weekly, 6/22/1998 

 

Citation: Dillon, L., & Dillon, D. (2007). Jazz on a Saturday night. New York: Blue Sky Press. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Coretta Scott King Award nomination; Booklist, 

Publisher's Weekly, School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: African-American  

Genre: Music; Historical fiction  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: " The talented imaginary octet of Miles Davis, Max Roach, Charlie Parker, John 

Coltrane, Thelonious Monk, Stanley Clarke, Ella Fitzgerald, and an unnamed guest guitarist tune 

up and take their places for a toe-tapping performance. The enthusiastic African American 

audience (spiffed up in coats and ties, fancy hats, and best dresses) revels in the joy that is jazz. 

Music, in the visual form of patterns resembling African textile art, pours out of the soloing 

instrumentalists and singer. In the end, the audience -- from the little girl in her puffy dress to 

older folks carrying their hats -- exits dancing, hands raised, as if they have been blessed." 

Source of Annotation: Horn Book Magazine, 9/1/2007 

 

Citation: Freedman, R. (2006). Freedom walkers: The story of the Montgomery bus boycott. 

New York: Holiday House. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Jane Addams Book Award nomination;  

Booklist, Horn Book, Kirkus, and School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: History  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "Freedman's account of this defining episode in the fight for racial equality begins 

in 1949 -- six years before Rosa Parks' legendary bus ride and Martin Luther King Jr.'s 

celebrated involvement in the cause. After a concise introduction surveying the "not so long ago" 



cultural landscape of the South ("strict laws...enforced a system of white supremacy"), Freedman 

sets the political and social stage leading up to the book's pivotal events, focusing on influential 

figures and describing indignities black people suffered under segregation. This book shines a 

spotlight on the preparedness of other leaders and on the sacrifice and courage of thousands of 

unsung African Americans who boycotted Montgomery's buses for 381 days -- jeopardizing their 

livelihoods and safety." 

Source of Annotation: Horn Book Magazine, 9/1/2006 

   

Citation: Hughes, L., & Smith, C. R. (2009). My people. New York: Atheneum Books for 

Young Readers/ginee seo books. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Coretta Scott King Book Award nomination; 

Kirkus, Publisher's Weekly, School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: Photography; Poetry  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "Hughes first published "My People" in 1923. Bold photographs that joyfully 

celebrate the diversity of African-American culture bring this simple text to life once again. 

Faces of various skin tones and ages, and both genders, explode from the black background of 

each page, all reproduced in faintly antiqued sepia tones that both befit the Jazz Age origins of 

the poem and give glorious depth to the faces depicted." 

Source of Annotation: Kirkus, 12/1/2008 

 

Citation: Johnson-Davies, D., Ahmed, H. E. S., & Fattouh, H. M. (2005). Goha, the wise fool. 

New York: Philomel Books. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Notable Books for a Global Society Award 

nomination; Booklist; School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: Asian-American  

Genre: Folktale  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: .  "In this spirited collaboration, a Middle Eastern trickster-fool is strikingly 

presented to American children. Johnson-Davies, a translator of Arabic texts who lives in Cairo, 

provides succinct retellings of 15 "Goha stories," which have been illustrated by a team of Cairo 

tent makers in the form of traditional khiyamiya tapestries, with bits of bright, solid-colored 

fabric stitched to roughly woven, oatmeal-toned backgrounds." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist, 6/1/2005 

 

Citation: *Kajikawa, K., & Young, E. (2009). Tsunami!  New York, NY: Philomel Books. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Illinois Monarch Award nomination; Kirkus, 

Publisher's Weekly; School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: Asian-American 

Genre:   

Format: Picture book 



Annotation: This beautiful book set in a coastal town of ancient Japan tells the tale of a wise, 

old, wealthy elder Ojiisan who skips the fall rice harvest festival because something does not feel 

right. To warn the oblivious villagers and save their lives, he sets fire to his rice fields. With cut-

paper color collage illustrations by Caldecott Medalist and Chinese-born Ed Young and a story 

adapted by Japanese-American Kimiko Kajikawa from the story "A Living God" by author 

Lafcadio Hearn, the book portrays an ancient Japanese village dealing with a tsunami, a theme 

that will resonate with readers today in the wake of more recent tsunami disasters.   

Source of Annotation: Erin Sterling 

 

Citation: *Lester, J., & Pinkney, J. (2005). The Old African. New York: Dial Books. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Notable Books for a Global Society Award 

nomination; Children's Africana Book Award nomination; Booklist, Kirkus, Publisher's Weekly, 

School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: Historical fiction 

Format: Chapter book 

Annotation: A slave nicknamed The Old African because he can remember being taken from his 

village in Africa and brought over on a slave ship has the ability to protect his people from pain. 

When he angers a cruel master by rescuing a boy being whipped, he realizes that it is time to 

escape to the sea, the Water-That-Stretches-Forever, and go back to Africa, bringing his people 

with him.  This four-part book has horrifically vivid imagery and depictions of slavery and is 

based on an actual incident but it is also imbued with magical realism and a thread of everlasting 

hope. Jerry Pinkney's powerful illustrations in pastel and watercolor capture the pain and spirit of 

African slaves trying to survive.    

Source of Annotation: Erin Sterling 

 

Citation: Martinez, C. G. (2008). The smell of old lady perfume. El Paso, TX: Cinco Puntos 

Press. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Americas Award nomination 

Race or ethnicity: Latino 

Genre: Fiction  

Format: Chapter book 

Annotation: "Chela Gonzalez and her friend Nora are looking forward to sixth grade in their El 

Paso school. They have finally been placed in the A-class, the "smart class," which is for 

students who only speak English. Then Chela's father has a stroke on the first day of school, her 

grandmother comes to help out, and "the air became thick with the smell of old lady perfume, of 

dying flowers and alcohol.... It was the smell of bad things." Nora becomes a member of the 

popular group of girls who've decided to make her an outcast. Chela is asked to enroll in the 

Gifted and Talented group that meets after school, which helps to ease her loneliness. Her father 

suffers another stroke, fatal this time, and again the smell of old-lady perfume fills the little 

house. The book ends with the family trying to regroup after their loss." 

Source of Annotation: School Library Journal, 9/1/2008 

 



Citation: Mora, P., & López, R. (2007). Yum! Mmmm! Qué rico!: Americas' sproutings. New 

York: Lee & Low Books. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Americas Award nomination; Booklist 

Race or ethnicity: Latino 

Genre: Poetry 

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "This inventive stew of food haiku celebrates the indigenous foods of the 

Americas. Each of the 13 poems appears on a gloriously colorful double-page spread, 

accompanied by a sidebar that presents information about the origin of the food. From 

blueberries to prickly pears to corn, the acrylic-on-wood-panel illustrations burst with vivid 

colors and stylized Mexican flair. An author’s note, which addresses lingering scientific debate 

about the geographical origins of some of the featured foods, also includes a warm celebration of 

diversity." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist 12/1/2007 

 

Citation: *Morales, Y. (2003). Just a minute: A trickster tale and counting book. San Francisco: 

Chronicle Books. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Pura Belpré Illustrator Award nomination; ALA 

Notable Children's Books; Booklist, Kirkus 

Race or ethnicity: Latino 

Genre: Fiction  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: Señor Calavera, a skeleton, arrives at Grandma Beetle's door to take her with him, 

but after waiting for her while she counts up party preparations from 1-10 (using numbers in 

English and Spanish) and finally attending her birthday party with her grandchildren, he decides 

she doesn't need to come with him yet. The pictures complement the text beautifully, with 

illustrations reminiscent of Diego Rivera and Mexican art that use warm colors and priceless 

expressions. 

Source of Annotation: Erin Sterling 

 

Citation: Park, L. S. (2005). Project Mulberry: A novel. New York: Clarion Books. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Asian Pacific American Book Award 

nomination; Booklist, Kirkus, School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: Asian-American 

Genre: Fiction 

Format: Chapter book 

Annotation: "Julia Song doesn't want to do a silkworm project for the state fair. It's too Korean; 

she wants something American. But she becomes interested in caring for the eggs, the 

caterpillars, and the moths and then in sewing the silk thread. Kind, elderly Mr. Dixon donates 

the mulberry leaves the silkworms eat, but why is Mom against Julia spending time with him? Is 

it because he is black? The first-person narrative alternates with lively interchanges between 

Julia ("Me") and the author ("Ms. Park") about writing the story." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist starred review, 2/15/2005 



 

Citation: *Pinkney, A. D., & Pinkney, J. B. (2009). Sojourner Truth's step-stomp stride. New 

York: Disney/Jump at the Sun Books. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Jane Addams Book Award nomination; Kirkus, 

Publisher's Weekly, School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: Biography 

Format: Picture book  

Annotation: This picture book that has soft, pastel illustrations with people etched in strong 

black lines follows the life of Belle Baumfree from a strong, spirited child to an abolitionist 

speaker who got her story published through a writer friend in 1850 to a woman who spoke for 

women's rights as well as African-American rights. The story ends with a short biography and 

further resources. A great read-aloud and biography of an important woman. 

Source of Annotation: Erin Sterling 

 

Citation: *Raven, M. T., & Lewis, E. B. (2004). Circle unbroken: The story of a basket and its 

people. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Africana Award nomination; Booklist; 

Publisher's Weekly 

Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: Fiction 

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: The history of an African-American ancestry is told to a granddaughter through the 

weaving of a basket which starts with the story of her "old-timey grandfather" in Africa through 

slavery and Civil War and emancipation and storytelling and the building of bridges and the 

selling of baskets. The soft watercolor illustrations by award-winning E.B. Lewis draw readers in 

with their detail and expression and vividness.  

Source of Annotation: Erin Sterling 

 

Citation:  Raven, M. T., & Lewis, E. B. (2006). Night boat to freedom. New York: Farrar, 

Straus and Giroux. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Jane Addams Book Award nomination; Booklist 

Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: Historical fiction  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "Drawing on accounts in the Slave Narrative Collection, compiled during the 1930s 

as part of the Federal Writers' Project, Raven presents her story from the viewpoint of Christmas 

John, 12, born on Christmas morning and raised on a Kentucky plantation by Granny Judith, who 

was captured as a child in Africa. One night Granny Judith asks him to row a young slave across 

the river to freedom in Ohio. Christmas John is scared, but he helps the slave and many others 

escape. Finally, it becomes too dangerous for him to stay on the plantation. Granny Judith wants 

him to leave, but how can he leave her behind? The older mentor is as tough as the young boy, 



and Lewis' beautiful, unframed double-page spreads depict the bond between them, including 

their heartbreaking farewell embrace." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist 10/15/2006 

 

Citation: Reibstein, M., & Young, E. (2008). Wabi Sabi. New York: Little, Brown. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Asian Pacific American Award nomination; 

Booklist 

Race or ethnicity: Asian-American 

Genre: Fiction; Poetry  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "What’s Wabi Sabi? In this story, it’s the name of a brown cat, but in Japanese 

culture, it’s a feeling that finds beauty and harmony in the simple, imperfect, natural, modest, 

and mysterious. When visitors come to Kyoto, they ask the cat’s owner the meaning of her name; 

Wabi Sabi hears it’s hard to explain, so she sets off on a journey to find the answer. Each animal 

she visits gives a piece of the complicated puzzle. The format, which has readers opening the 

book lengthwise, allows extra room for embellishments like haiku by poets Basho and Shiki 

written in Japanese on the page and translated in an addendum." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist 9/1/2008 

 

Citation: Reich, S., & Colón, R. (2005). José!: Born to dance : the story of José Limón. New 

York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Tomas Rivera Book Award nomination; 

Booklist, Kirkus 

Race or ethnicity: Latino 

Genre: Historical fiction  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "This picture-book biography tells the story of Jose Limon, who became a 

legendary figure in the history of American dance. Reich punctuates the scenes of Limon's 

childhood in Mexico with sensory details, especially sounds: the "TRILLIA-WEET! TRILLIA-

WEET!" of his grandmother's canary singing; the clicking heels of flamenco dancers; the cries of 

"Ole! Ole! Ole!" at the bullfight; and his mama's bedtime lullaby: "SORA-SORA-SO, SORA-

SO." Later, Reich shows how the rhythmic sounds from Limon's childhood became inspirations 

for movements expressed in his dance. When civil war in Mexico leads to fighting in the streets 

of their town, Linon's family flees to the U.S. In elementary school, laughter at his poor English 

fires his determination to succeed. As an adult, he moves to New York City, discovers his 

passion for dance, and works hard to become a dancer and choreographer." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist, 8/1/2005 

 

Citation: *Rumford, J. (2004). Sequoyah: The Cherokee man who gave his people writing. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Robert F. Sibert and Jane Addams Honor book 

nomination; ALA Notable Children's Book; Horn Book; Kirkus; School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: Indigenous  



Genre: History 

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: The story discusses how a Cherokee man created a written Cherokee language in 

order to keep the language and culture from fading away. Despite trials and mockery and cruelty, 

he succeeded in writing and teaching the Cherokee written language. This bilingual Cherokee 

and English book with simple illustrations done on drawing paper adhered to wood tells a 

complex story in short paragraphs and ends with an explanation of the Cherokee alphabet and 

timeline of Sequoyah's life. 

Source of Annotation: Erin Sterling   

 

Citation:  Sandoval, S. (2005). Beaver steals fire: A Salish Coyote story. Lincoln: University of 

Nebraska Press. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: American Indian Youth Awards nomination 

Race or ethnicity: Indigenous 

Genre: Folktale  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "'A long, long time ago, the only animals who had fire lived in the land above, up 

in the sky. The animals on earth had no fire.' It is very cold, and to keep warm, the Earth animals 

form a fire-raiding party and appoint Coyote as leader. The animals follow Coyote's instructions, 

and steal fire from the sky world, bringing it to Earth and passing it from camp to camp. This 

accessible story credited to confederated Salish and Kootenai tribes incorporates Salish words 

and is part of a larger fire-education project that focuses on native use of fire as well as principles 

of fire ecology. A note asks readers to respect the tradition that this story be told or discussed 

only during winter, when snow is on the ground. A brief guide to written Salish and the 

International Phonetic Alphabet is appended." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist 3/15/2006 

 

Citation:  Secakuku, S., & Harrington, J. (2003). Meet Mindy: A native girl from the Southwest. 

My world--Young Native Americans today. Hillsboro, OR: Beyond Words Pub. 

Owned by library: No  

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: Indigenous 

Genre: Biography  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "In the first part of this book, Secakuku explains Hopi society to readers. Then they 

meet her niece, 14-year-old Mindy, who holds fast to her Hopi upbringing. Her experiences as a 

high school freshman are balanced with her introduction into the adult world of her culture. She 

participates in the Corn Grinding Ceremony, a five-day celebration that symbolically prepares 

girls for marriage and motherhood, and is also shown at home in Glendale, AZ, getting ready for 

school and attending class. She presents herself as having the best of both worlds." 

Source of Annotation: School Library Journal, 9/1/2003 

 

Citation: Simermeyer, G. (2008). Meet Christopher: An Osage Indian boy from Oklahoma. My 

world--Young Native Americans today, [4]. Tulsa, OK: National Museum of the American 

Indian, Smithsonian Institution, in association with Council Oak Books. 



Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: American Indian Youth Literature Award 

nomination  

Race or ethnicity: Indigenous 

Genre: Biography 

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "This book looks at the life of eleven-year-old Christopher Cote, an Osage boy 

from northeast Oklahoma, following him as he goes fishing, attends school, learns to play the 

trombone, studies the language of his people, and participates in the annual I'n-lon-shka Dances 

on the Osage Reservation." 

Source of Annotation: BWI Title Tales, 2008 

 

Citation: Smith, C. R., & Collier, B. (2007). Twelve rounds to glory: The story of Muhammad 

Ali. Cambridge, Mass: Candlewick Press. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Coretta Scott King Award nomination; Booklist 

Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: Biography  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "Any biography of Ali runs the risk of allowing his status as American icon to 

subsume his complex and significant achievements. Twelve Rounds to Glory definitely 

showcases the myth over the man; but it also provides insight into the nuances of Ali's 

personality and the racism he fought with words and fists. Like a medieval epic, Smith's 

extensive rhyming text extols the greatness of the Greatest from his babyhood -- "Bathed in a 

beautiful light / from parental love, / brown skin shimmers / with a glow from above" -- through 

his poignant lighting of the 1996 Olympic flame in Atlanta. Timeline appended." 

Source of Annotation: Horn Book Magazine 1/1/2008 

 

Citation:  Smith, H. A., & Evans, S. (2003). The way a door closes. New York: H. Holt. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: John Steptoe Award nomination; School 

Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: Verse 

Format: Chapter book 

Annotation: "In 34 compelling poems, readers are drawn into the thoughts and feelings of a 13-

year-old African American as he tries to understand and cope with a parent's departure from the 

family. The first 12 poems describe the contentment C. J. feels about being a part of a close-knit 

family. With the 13th poem, "The Way a Door Closes," his father abruptly leaves home." 

Source of Annotation: School Library Journal starred review 5/1/2003 

 

Citation:  *Smith, H. A., & Lewis, E. B. (2008). Keeping the night watch. New York: Henry 

Holt. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Coretta Scott King Award nomination; Booklist, 

School Library Journal 



Race or ethnicity: African-American 

Genre: Verse 

Format: Chapter book 

Annotation: In this sequel to The Way a Door Closes written in straightforward verse, a 13-

year-old African-American boy is dealing with frustration, anger, and resentment at his dad for 

leaving with no reason and at the rest of the family for welcoming him back home so easily.  The 

watercolor illustrations skillfully  capture family dynamics and expressions and the story is 

thoughtful and evocative. 

Source of Annotation: Erin Sterling 

 

Citation: *Tafolla, C., & Morales, M. (2009). What can you do with a paleta? Berkeley, Calif: 

Tricycle Press. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Tomas River Award nomination 

Race or ethnicity: Latino 

Genre: Fiction 

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: This companion book to What Can You Do With a Rebozo? is set in a Latino barrio 

with warm colors and stylized figures similar to those found in Yuyi Morales' popular books, 

Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book, and Just in Case: A Trickster Tale and 

Spanish Alphabet. A young girl discusses all the ways you can enjoy a paleta (a sweet icy 

summer treat)—from coloring your tongue to painting on the ground to cooling yourself off to 

licking it and slurping it down. A great read-aloud with delicious words and phrases that captures 

the glory of an ice-cold dessert on a hot summer day.  

Source of Annotation: Erin Sterling 

 

Citation: Tayac, G., & Harrington, J. (2002). Meet Naiche: A native boy from the Chesapeake 

Bay area. My world--Young Native Americans today. Hillsboro, OR: National Museum of the 

American Indian, Smithsonian Institution, in association with Beyond Words Pub. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: School Library Journal 

Race or ethnicity: Indigenous 

Genre: Biography 

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "A promising beginning to a new series. Tayac opens with a short introduction 

about her background and an overview of the Piscataway people. The rest of the narrative is told 

from the point of view of her cousin Naiche, who lives in rural Maryland. He shows how his life 

is similar to that of any other American child and at the same time incorporates his unique Native 

American heritage. (His mother is Apache, his father, Piscataway.) He describes a typical day at 

school, where he learns about fractions and photosynthesis, but afterward attends the Piscataway 

Nation's Awakening of Mother Earth celebration." 

Source of Annotation: BWI Title Tales, 2003 

 

Citation:  Tingle, T., & Bridges, J. R. (2006). Crossing Bok Chitto: A Choctaw tale of friendship 

& freedom. El Paso, TX: Cinco Puntos Press. 

Owned by library: No 



Source(s) in which the book is recommended: American Indian Youth Award nomination; 

Booklist 

Race or ethnicity: Indigenous 

Genre: Historical fiction  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "In a picture book that highlights rarely discussed intersections between Native 

Americans in the South and African Americans in bondage, a noted Choctaw storyteller and 

Cherokee artist join forces with stirring results. Set 'in the days before the War Between the 

States, in the days before the Trail of Tears,' and told in the lulling rhythms of oral history, the 

tale opens with a Mississippi Choctaw girl who strays across the Bok Chitto River into the world 

of Southern plantations, where she befriends a slave boy and his family. When trouble comes, 

the desperate runaways flee to freedom, helped by their own fierce desire (which renders them 

invisible to their pursuers) and by the Choctaws' secret route across the river." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist starred review 4/15/2006 

 

Citation: Winter, J. (2009). Nasreen's secret school: A true story from Afghanistan. New York: 

Beach Lane Books. 

Owned by library: No  

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Jane Addams Book Award nomination; Booklist 

Race or ethnicity: Asian-American 

Genre: Fiction  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "In the Afghan city of Herat, little Nasreen’s father is abducted by Taliban soldiers. 

After her mother sets out in search of him, Nasreen lives with her grandmother, who laments that 

her granddaughter is forbidden to learn. Then the grandmother discovers a secret school for girls 

run by neighborhood women, and heartbroken Nasreen gradually begins to heal in the outlawed 

classroom. An introductory author’s note about Afghanistan today will help teachers lead 

discussions about Nasreen’s story and basic human rights for children around the world." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist 9/15/2009 

 

Citation: Yoo, P., & Lee, D. (2005). Sixteen years in sixteen seconds: The Sammy Lee story. 

New York: Lee & Low Books. 

Owned by library: No 

Source(s) in which the book is recommended: Asian Pacific American Award nomination; 

Booklist, Kirkus 

Race or ethnicity: Asian-American 

Genre: Biography  

Format: Picture book 

Annotation: "In her first picture book, Yoo introduces Sammy Lee, the son of Korean 

immigrants who overcame formidable odds to become an Olympic diving champion as well as a 

doctor. In 1932, at the age of 12, Sammy fell in love with diving, but his local pool was open 

only once a week to nonwhites. He faced opposition at home, too; his father wanted him to focus 

on a "respectful" profession--medicine. Yoo describes how Sammy found a coach, maintained a 

grueling balance between academics and training, and finally earned both a medical degree and 

an Olympic gold medal." 

Source of Annotation: Booklist starred review 3/15/2005 


